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Lake Street is a living church which has seen 

many changes in recent years. Anyone visiting the 

church today may not recognise it as the same church of 

50 years ago. Only 2 years ago the church completed a 

total renovation of the inside of the worship area - re-

moving pews, organ, platform and pulpit. In its place is a 

comfortable, modern and welcoming space which seeks 

to meet the needs of the present age. The two buildings 

were linked with a light and open entrance area. Much of 

the work was done by church members who worked 

hard together. 

But Lake Street is not just about buildings. It has a clear 

vision to grow and make disciples and its programmes of 

events aims to support this vision. Sunday School - Car-

ers and Toddlers - The Hub - all provide activities for 

children to find nurture and growth. The regular Tuesday 

afternoon Class, Bible Study Group and Prayer Meeting 

provide opportunities for spiritual growth. Lake Street 

continues to host the monthly ‘Bible Rally’ and welcomes 

speakers and visitors from far and wide.  

The Alpha Course, which explores the basics of the 

Christian faith and 

presents an opportu-

nity to think about the 

meaning of life, has 

continued to play an 

important part in the life and ministry of Lake Street and 

many have come to faith through this ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship remains a central part of Lake Street’s life and 

over the years the church has sought to provide worship 

that meets the changing needs of the present age. The 

Bible remains central to the worshipping life of the 

church and the church welcomes preachers from both 

the local area and further afield.  

Lake Street is keen to develop links with local schools 

and each year welcomes children and teachers from a 

local primary school to share in an annual carol service. 

A full church is always guaranteed for this special event! 

“Great is the Lord, and most  

           worthy of praise” (Psalm 48:1) 

 Lake Street 

Lake Street Methodist Church 

These few pages give a brief snapshot of circuit life today. It 

is continually evolving. All of the churches in the circuit wel-

come new people and ideas, and as we thank God for the 

past - we look forward in faith to all that God will continue to 

do in the future. As the hymn writer Joseph Hart reminds us: 

 

WE PRAISE HIM FOR ALL THAT IS PAST 

AND TRUST HIM FOR ALL THAT’S TO COME! 
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A Message from  

Rev. Dr. Mark Wakelin  

(President of the  

Methodist Conference)  

It is with great pleasure that I send my greetings to 

the Gornal and Sedgley Circuit on the occasion of your 

50th anniversary. It is very encouraging to read of your 

circuit’s commitment to a wide range of Christian mis-

sion and activity. It is hopeful for the Church that you 

have such vision, and such commitment and I com-

mend you for it. I wonder as you celebrate what you 

have been in the past and what you are committed to 

now, if you would also like to dream and pray about 

what difference you hope all your brave endeavour 

will make? Wesley wrote, ‘Expect his fullness to re-

ceive and grace to answer grace.’ Expect, by God’s 

grace all your plans will be blessed, and ask – how will 

things be different in our Church, the local community 

and even the wider world? Jesus said, ‘seek ye first 

the Kingdom’ – it is my belief that you are working 

with God to herald the Kingdom, and thus you will 

find huge encouragement in planning to notice it! 

With kind regards and my prayers for this important 

occasion. 
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At Himley Road we enjoy meeting together to 

learn more about the Lord Jesus Christ. We ap-

preciate our ministers and preachers who con-

tinue to encourage us in the things of the Lord.  

 

It is a joy for us to share together as a family in all-age 

worship and we try to enable each other to take part in 

Sunday Worship. Worship at Himley Road includes a 

mixture of both the contemporary and the traditional as 

we try to meet the worshipping needs of all of God’s 

people. We feel prayer is vital in our seeking to find the 

Lord’s will for us in these difficult days. 

There are various opportunities for people to join home 

groups or weekly fellowship 

groups to deepen their faith. 

We have activities for older 

people (Monday Club), ladies 

(Ladies Class), young people 

(JYM Club, - Jesus, You and 

Me) Donkee (youth group) 

Sunshine Corner, (Primary 

School age) families (weekly table tennis and games 

night), special needs (Smile) and uniformed organisations 

(Rainbows, Brownies and Guides). 

Himley Road is made up of a diverse group of people 

who share a desire to love and serve the living God. A 

warm welcome awaits all in Jesus’ name.  

Some young (and not so young!) people camped at the 

Cliff College Festival Weekend in June of this year which 

coincided with the Queens Diamond Jubilee weekend. 

The group (pictured below) included people from vari-

ous churches. The theme of the weekend, “Therefore 

Go...” provided a challenge for all to step out in faith.  

Ironically the group were joined for coffee by Rev. Baba-

tunde Taiwo, Bishop of Remo Diocese, Methodist 

Church of Nigeria, who ‘Therefore came...!” to share in 

this Festival weekend. 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the            

Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have  

commanded you” (Matthew 28:19,20) 

Himley Road 

SMILE Special 

Needs Group 

Himley Road Methodist Church 

Cliff College Festival Weekend  - June 2012 
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Upper Gornal remains a vibrant community of 

believers since its beginnings as the two churches 

in the 1800s, (Kent Street and Mount Zion) and 

becoming one church in 1971. The church is led 

by the Leadership Team of six including our Min-

ister Rev Yvonne Haye. 

 

Prayer undergirds everything we do, through weekly 

prayer and housegroups, worship band practices and 

personal prayer. Worship remains the focus of our life 

together ably led by our team of worship leaders and 

musicians through two worship bands. It is great to see 

new worship leaders developing and growing in the Lord. 

The young people’s work happens on Sunday mornings, 

Sunday evening as a housegroup, Kings Club (7-11 years) 

and Youth Club on Fridays. In total, there are approxi-

mately 40 young people involved with 36 children as part 

of the successful weekly Parents and Toddlers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission is a key priority and we continue to work closely 

with the local Tenants and Residents Association, Fun 

Day Committee and the Labour Club. St Peters and our-

selves were out in the shopping precinct at Easter with 

hot cross buns as well singing carols at Christmas. We 

are now a collection and distribution point for the Black 

Country Food Bank. ‘Springs’ is an ecumenical project 

with St Peters and All Saints in Sedgley. 

 

Upper Gornal has continued to offer financial and practi-

cal support to overseas missionary work through local 

missionaries serving in different parts of the world.  

 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,  

whatever you did for one of the least  

of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

(Matthew 25:40) 

 Upper Gornal Methodist 

Community Fun Day 

Upper Gornal  

Friends and Neighbours 
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Welcome to the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of 

the Gornal and Sedgley Methodist Circuit. As one 

who is rapidly approaching this golden age myself I 

know just how the circuit may be feeling! 

The Gornal and Sedgley Circuit has much to cele-

brate. I hope you will get a sense from reading the 

enclosed that this weekend is not just about re-

membering the past. It is partly that - but it is so 

much more. The theme, “AMAZING JOURNEY - 

AMAZING GOD” reminds us that the circuit has 

been on an amazing journey over the years - a 

journey that has involved many changes; but most 

importantly this journey has been inspired and mo-

tivated by a desire to love and serve the living God 

here in this unique part of the Black Country. 

 

The circuit of 2012 looks and feels very different 

from the circuit that began in 1962. There are a 

different number of churches to begin with: the 

people are different (most of them anyway!) and 

the various activities and styles of worship have 

changed too.  

 

There are many people along the way who have 

inspired and encouraged us, and we thank God for 

them. There are saints rejoicing in heaven today 

having come to faith in the Lord through the minis-

try and witness of God’s people here in this area. 

Hallelujah! 

 

As well as looking back, this weekend is also about 

looking forward too. Each of the five churches that  

make up the cur-

rent circuit have 

their own character 

and identity. Within 

the circuit story, 

each have their own 

story to tell. You 

can read more of 

their life and wit-

ness in the following 

pages.  

 

The Methodist Church remains a church grounded 

in the ’doctrines of the evangelical faith’ (Methodist 

Deed of Union) and has strong roots in the theology 

of its founder, John Wesley.  It was in May of 1738 

that Mr. Wesley felt his heart “strangely warmed” 

whilst hearing of the change that Christ can bring 

about in the heart. 

 

If there is one thing I would hope you might take 

from this weekend it is to encounter that same 

heart warming experience. The God of the past 

remains the God of the present and the future. I 

hope you will take from these celebrations a 

deeper love of God and an increased knowledge 

and understanding of the Jesus who died for our 

sins and rose again to offer new life to all.  

 

So welcome as you celebrate with us. May you 

know the living Lord Jesus as your friend and Sav-

iour and may God’s Holy Spirit encourage and in-

spire us all as we continue to love and serve in his 

name. The Lord bless you.  

Rev. Steve Jackson 

(CIRCUIT SUPERINTENDENT) 

Welcome! 

Rev Steve Jackson 
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We are pleased to welcome Steve Brady as our guest 

speaker over this weekend. Steve is Principal of Moor-

lands Bible College, (Christchurch) Steve is involved in 

lecturing, specialising and thoroughly enjoying teaching 

New Testament and Greek. He was converted in his 

teens and went on to work in Local Government. Prior 

to college life, he has served pastorates in Buckingham-

shire, Leicester, East London and Bournemouth. 

Contributing from his pastoral experience and holding a 

PhD in Theology, he preaches widely at conventions 

both in the UK and abroad. He is a trustee of the Kes-

wick Convention, Chair of the Association of Bible Col-

lege Principals and also finds time to write. His most 

recent book is a study in Colossians, ‘King of Heaven, 

Lord of Earth’. He thoroughly enjoys football (Everton!), 

squash and running – and hates gardening! 

Thanks for coming Steve! We hope and pray you will 

have a blessed time among us.  

 

 Introducing Steve Brady 

Steve Brady 

What’s On? 
 

Saturday 15th September 

7.30pm - Celebration Meal and  

After Dinner Speaker 

 

This will take place at Ellowes Hall Sport Col-

lege, Stickley Lane. Tickets are £10 (£5 for chil-

dren aged 11 and under) and are available from 

each local church.  There will be a free will offer-

ing in support of Victory Outreach. 

(www.vouk.org.uk) David Langford has kindly 

agreed to provide background music during the 

meal and there will be an activity for the chil-

dren while Steve is speaking.  

 

Sunday 16th September 

10.45am - United Worship at Zoar 

 

All 5 circuit churches will be coming together in 

the morning for the very first time! Music will be 

provided from various churches and Steve Jack-

son will lead the service. Steve Brady will bring 

God’s Word.  There will be activities available for 

the children. 

 

6.00pm - Celebration at Lake Street 

 

United worship once again. Bill Caldwell will lead 

the service and Steve Brady will preach.  Come 

early to get a seat! The theme ‘Amazing God -  

Amazing Journey’ will be explored throughout 

the day.  
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Five Ways was founded 

in 1841 – that is 171 years 

ago as we celebrate 50 years of the Gornal and 

Sedgley Circuit.  Since our founding forefathers 

had the vision for a church in Ruiton Street the 

Word of the Lord has been faithfully preached.   

It may be the smallest church building within the current 

Gornal and Sedgley Circuit but its church family is made 

up of a caring and loving community.  Our desire is to 

share the love of Jesus to those who step into our build-

ing but also to reach out to those who do not yet know 

our Lord and Saviour. 

Our children’s work is an important part of our ministry.  

Most of the children that come under our care on a 

weekly basis are non-churched children.  Girls Brigade, 

Boys Brigade, and Sunday school – trips to Black Coun-

try Museums and weekends away at B.B Camp all form 

part of our caring for these children and sharing with 

them the love of Jesus.  As part of our ministry we also 

share in the employment of our ‘Children’s and Family’ 

worker.  Many of our workers are involved at circuit 

level with ‘Open the Book’, ‘XLR8’ , ‘Random’ and any 

holiday clubs organized for our group of churches. 

Our other out-

r e a c h  p r o -

grammes include 

a group of ladies 

who meet for 

“Sugar Craft” classes, coffee morning, afternoon cream  

teas, plant & cake sale and Christmas Craft Fair held 

once a year.  These latter two events raise money for 

charities and over the past decade over £12,000 has 

been given away to organizations like Operation Mobili-

zation, Leprosy Mission, Victory Outreach, Local Hos-

pice, Cancer Research to name but a few. Prayer Meet-

ings, Bible Study, Ladies fellowship, Sunday worship all 

form part of our spiritual life of our church.  Our vision 

is to see our church grow - yes in numbers - but also 

with a deep desire to serve Him to be the best of our 

ability so that others might come to know Jesus as their 

personal friend. 

A prayer for our Church: 

So Spirit, come, put strength in every stride,  

Give grace for every hurdle, 

That we may run with faith to win the prize  

Of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way,  

Retelling triumphs of His grace, 

We hear their calls and hunger for the day  

When with Christ we stand in glory 

(O Church Arise - Stuart Townend & Keith Getty - Copyright 2005 Thank you Music) 

Children’s Celebration - May 2012 

Five Ways 
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Anniversaries are not just about looking 

back, but they also provide an opportunity to 

celebrate the present and look forward too. 

The next few pages offer a snapshot of 

church life today... 

 

‘The Zoar’ continues to try and fulfil its role as an evan-

gelical Church to the people of Gornal Wood village and 

the surrounding area. It is blessed with young enthusias-

tic Christians who take active parts in the services, par-

ticularly as members of the music group and who help to 

lead worship on most Sunday mornings. We are cur-

rently exploring ‘Kids Church’ which meets at the same 

time as church for the adults. 

The premises are used most days for both community 

and worship, including Playgroup, Moms & Tots, Ran-

dom, (early teens) Youthy, Rainbow, Brownies, Tuesday 

afternoon service, and a Kids Club called XLR8. One 

Saturday in each month, a morning service, ‘Come As You 

Are’ replaces the Sunday morning service for that week 

and is held in an informal ‘café’ style which aims to con-

nect with a changing world. 

‘Open the Book’ presentations of Bible stories at three 

local primary schools are also enthusiastically supported. 

The Bible’s teachings continue to be the basis for all ac-

tivities within Zoar. 

Have you 

ever won-

dered about 

the name ‘Zoar?’ Where does it come from? What does 

it mean? Zoar is the name of a place mentioned in the 

Old Testament part of the Bible some 10 times. Genesis 

13:10 says, “Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of 

the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, 

like the land of Egypt, towards Zoar.” The word literally 

means ‘small’ and for some it became a place of refuge 

and safety as they fled from their enemies.   

Today the sign below the church clock declares, “IT IS 

TIME TO SEEK THE LORD.” It remains our hope and 

prayer that many today will continue to seek the Lord 

and find in Him a place of refuge and comfort amidst the 

demands and challenges of modern life.  

 

IT IS TIME TO SEEK THE LORD 

 To serve the present age... 

Zoar Church 

Worship - July 2012 
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As we celebrate 50 years as the ‘Gornal and Sedgley 

Circuit’ you may well be wondering, “What is a Cir-

cuit?” Is it something to do with the Grand Prix? Or 

perhaps it takes you back to your school days when you 

learned to link together a battery, bulb and wires to 

form a ‘circuit!’  

In Methodist terms a circuit is really a collection of local 

churches. Some circuits can be quite large - both in 

terms of the number of churches and the geographical 

area (Shropshire and Marches Circuit is almost 100 miles 

long and has more than 80 churches!) The Gornal & Sedg-

ley Circuit however is relatively small - only 5 churches 

and less than 2 miles from north to south! 

Here’s the official definition of a circuit, taken from CPD 

(The Constitutional Practices and Disciplines of the 

Methodist Church) “The Circuit is the primary unit in 

which Local Churches express and experience their 

interconnexion in the Body of Christ, for purposes 

of mission, mutual encouragement and help.” 

In practise the circuit provides a link between the local 

church and the wider church expressed at both 

‘District’ and ‘Connexional’ level. It is a place where 

ministry and resources can be shared. For example min-

isters are normally appointed to a circuit but are given 

pastoral oversight of particular churches. Local preach-

ers serve the circuit as well as the local church.  

There are a number of other things that happen at cir-

cuit level: Worship Leaders Training - Membership 

Courses - Safeguarding Training - Marriage Preparation - 

Prayer Meeting - Weekly Connect... all of these things 

are done together and help to enhance communication 

and avoid unnecessary duplication and repetition.  

Our own circuit policy challenges and encourages each 

local church to be ‘a disciple making church.’ Jesus gave 

he commission to ‘Go and make disciples’ (Matthew 

28:19) and whilst 

we see the fruit of 

this at the local 

level, the circuit 

aims to provide 

help and re-

sources to enable 

this to happen.  

 

Within the wider church there is a move to bring 

neighbouring circuits together in order to cut down on 

administration and share resources and ministry more 

widely. In the last few years we have been part of these 

conversations - and in fact some local circuits have 

joined together. At the time of writing the Gornal and 

Sedgley Circuit has continued to remain as it is. Will the 

situation change in the next few years? Only God 

knows! In the meantime we continue to serve the pre-

sent age and where possible we are encouraged to work 

together to make disciples of Jesus.  

What is a ‘Circuit?’ 



6 

 

 

Like any organisation, there are many people 

that   make a valuable contribution to the life and 

ministry of the church. Just as local churches have 

various ministries, so too the circuit. Here is a list 

taken from our current circuit meeting which 

gives a flavour of who does what at circuit level.  

 

Rev Steve Jackson   Circuit Superintendent  

Rev Yvonne Haye   Circuit Minister 

Mr Bill Caldwell   Church and Community  

Mrs Ruth Harris   Children and Family   

Miss Jenny Beardsmore  Circuit Steward 

Mrs Carole Donnison  Circuit Steward 

Mrs. Sally Waldron  Circuit Treasurer 

Mrs Ann Jones   Circuit Secretary  

Mrs Liz Wright   Local Preachers Sec. 

Mrs Mandy Smith   Property Secretary 

Mr. Geoff Holmes   Manse Secretary 

Mr Mike Buxton   Home Mission 

Mrs Brenda Priest   Network Rep 

Mr Malcolm Watchorn    Education & Youth 

Mrs June Trubshaw  Methodist Homes Rep. 

 

Much of the ministry that takes place within the church is 

voluntary - and this weekend provides a good opportu-

nity to say thank you to all those who serve - either at 

circuit or local church level. Much of this work is often 

unseen to many people, yet all play an important part. 

Whilst no one is looking for recognition - we all need to 

be affirmed and encouraged. So, on behalf of God’s peo-

ple - thank you for what you do! May the Lord  continue 

to bless you. 

 

 

Having said that much of the ministry that takes place is 

voluntary, the circuit currently employs four people who 

are appointed to various roles within the church. Here’s 

a brief introduction to their work... 

 

Bill Caldwell 

Bill’s official title is 

‘Church and Commu-

nity Worker.” As well 

as being involved in 

both the preaching and 

pastoral ministry of the 

circuit Bill is also in-

volved in various community events and activities. Bill is 

the senior chaplain at Ellowes Hall School (that means 

he’s the oldest!) as well as being a school governor. He is 

part of the Open the Book Team which takes school 

assemblies in three local primary schools. Bill has wide 

and varied experience in media and the arts and contin-

ues to share a passion for Christian Radio. 

Over the years Bill has supported many families during 

times of bereavement and he is also called upon to take 

weddings, baptisms and dedications. Bill’s Black Country/

Scottish dialect, along with his warm sense of humour 

make him stand out from the crowd! Bill is the longest 

serving of the circuit staff team yet remains full of energy 

and passion for the gospel.  

Circuit - Who’s Who? 

Bill Caldwell 
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was going through a challenging time at work) and we 

didn’t really want for anything. However despite this I 

felt that there was something missing and I didn’t know 

what it was. A few weeks into the course it suddenly 

dawned on me that that missing piece was ‘Cross’ 

shaped and Jesus Christ fitted and filled it perfectly. It 

was like the penny dropping with a big clang. Once I 

realised that, I felt more complete than I had felt for 

years. 

 

At some point during that period I was waiting for my 

wife and daughter outside a shop in Merry Hill shopping 

centre. Whilst waiting I was drawn to a stall in the mall 

that sold pictures and ornaments etc… for the home. 

In particular, for some reason I was drawn to a jar full 

of different coloured glass pebbles. I picked up 2 peb-

bles at random. On one was the word ‘Believe’ and on 

the other was the word ‘Patience’ (God obviously does 

have a sense of humour!). I didn’t think much about it 

at the time as my wife and daughter then came out of 

the shop, but these words kept coming back to me as 

though they were a message. (they still do, as an occa-

sional reminder). 

Some months later whilst at St Michaels Mount in 

Cornwall, I was in the National Trust shop when my 

attention was drawn to a thick book. I opened the 

book at random and it opened at the beginning of a 

new chapter entitled ‘Believe’. Once again I felt I was 

being prompted. 

Whilst driving to work one day I asked Jesus into my 

life as my Lord and Saviour. An immense sense of relief 

and peace came over me and I did the rest of the jour-

ney with happy tears running down my face. I felt on 

top of the world. 

 

Through the Alpha course and subsequent years I have 

come to realise what a magnificent God we have, how 

immense His sacrifice for me was and how great His 

love for me is and will always be.  He is the Living God 

and is at work with us and through us as much today as 

he has always been, providing we let Him (and believe 

and have patience of course!). 

 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith, and this not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God…” (Ephesians 2:8) 

 

A few years ago I was talking to my daughter hoping I 

would be able to persuade her to have a look at Chris-

tianity for herself. “Dad”, she said, “I was a Christian 

years before you were.” Though I was ‘over the moon’ 

I was very surprised as we were very close and spoke a 

lot together, but she had never mentioned this. I later 

found out that she had been praying for both my wife 

and I to become Christians, which of course we did, 

but she had never said a word to anyone. It’s funny to 

think that I can call myself ‘an answer to someone’s 

prayers!’ 
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Dave Garratt is a member at Himley Road and 

serves as a church steward. His journey to faith is 

an encouraging reminder of the God who contin-

ues to change lives... 

 

In 2002 during my daily travels to and from work, I fre-

quently found myself stuck behind a bus. There on the 

back of the bus glaring at me would be a poster asking 

‘Is there more to life than this?’ For weeks I kept notic-

ing these posters as if I was drawn to them, probably 

because it was a question I felt was relevant to me at the 

time. I didn’t have a clue what they were about though 

and although I was curious I didn’t pursue it any further. 

 

The next year the same thing kept happening again and I 

resolved to find out a bit more - when I had the time! 

However, yet again I didn’t do anything about it, but one 

day I went to Louise Street Garage to book my car in 

for a service. There in Paul’s office window was the 

same poster (as if it was waiting for me!). I asked Paul 

what it was about. He informed me it was for something 

called the Alpha 

course which was 

an introduction to 

Christ ian ity, it 

started in a few 

weeks time, it was 

free and being 

held at the Fid-

dlers Arms pub 

and  food  was  

provided on the 

first night. I knew I 

had to attend. 

Everything about 

the course was 

wonderful. The 

videos by Nicky Gumble were very informative, clear 

and interesting, the discussions that followed were fasci-

nating and I was comforted to realise that everyone 

seemed to have similar questions, difficulties and con-

cerns and believe it or not, the Christians there were 

just normal people (well most of them!). The whole at-

mosphere was friendly and welcoming and it so hap-

pened that the food was really good as well. One of the 

great things about the Alpha course is that there is ab-

solutely no hard sell and you are allowed to say what 

you think and make your own mind up in your own 

time.  

I distinctly remember a few things that happened around 

this period and shortly after the course which were very 

relevant for me. 

 

At that time in my life I had everything I could ever 

want. A wife and daughter who I adore, my family and I 

were enjoying good health, I had a decent job (though I 

 Dave’s Story 

Dave Garratt 
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Ruth Harris is the “Family and Children’s Worker” and 

the most recent 

member of the team 

having arrived in 

2011. Ruth  has a 

nursing background 

and has wide experi-

ence of working with families and children both in this 

country and in Australia.  

Ruth works mainly with three churches (Himley Road, 

Five Ways and Zoar) but much of her work is commu-

nity based. Ruth’s remit is to develop links with local 

schools, support and encourage current workers with 

families and children and to offer new ideas and re-

sources where required.  

Ruth leads All Age Worship and Parade Services, actively 

supports the various groups that currently meet and 

helps to co-ordinate ‘Open the Book.’ Ruth is passionate 

to see children coming to faith and growing to maturity 

in that faith.  

 

Originally from the 

C a r i b b e a n ,  R e v . 

Yvonne Haye came to 

the circuit in 2010. As a 

minister Yvonne is in-

volved in all areas of 

the churches life and 

ministry. In answer to the question, “what drives you?” 

Yvonne replies, “My love for God, and my love for the 

people of God, It is a real blessing working alongside the 

people of God here in the Gornals. I ask that with our 

feet planted firmly on love, we will be able to take in 

with all Christians the extravagant dimensions of Christ's 

love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its 

length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full 

lives, full in the fullness of God.” 

 

Steve Jackson began 

ministry as a Lay 

Worker at Wesley’s 

Chapel in London and 

came to the circuit in 

2000. He serves the 

churches of Himley 

Road and Zoar and also as circuit superintendent. Steve 

finds it a privilege to be involved in people’s lives at every 

level, sharing times of joy, but also times of sadness. Like 

most ministers Steve is involved in the preaching and 

pastoral ministry. Visits may take place in homes, hospital 

or hospice. He chairs various meetings and committees 

and also represents the church and circuit at community 

and District level.  

Steve remains passionate to see all people using their 

God given gifts to His glory.  

Whether paid or voluntary, young or old, together we are on 

an ‘Amazing Journey’ because we have an ‘Amazing God.’ 

who invites each one of us to travel with Him. 

Ruth Harris 

Yvonne Haye 

Steve Jackson 
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The Gornal and Sedgley Circuit came into being on 1st 

September 1962, with the inaugural Service held at Zoar.  

The service was preceded by an organ recital given by Mr 

William Timmins, the preacher was the Revd. Brian O’Gor-

man, the Chairman of the Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury 

District, and proceedings were chaired by Circuit Steward 

Mr Harold Fletcher.  During the service, the new superin-

tendent minister, the Revd. Bertram Simpson, was wel-

comed and the “public reception of new members” took place. 

 

In 1962 the circuit was made up of eight churches.  Since 

then, Sedgley High Street has become part of St. Andrew’s 

on Bilston Street; Sedgley Tipton Street has closed; and 

Mount Zion and Kent Street amalgamated to form Upper 

Gornal Methodist Church.   

Methodist influence first reached the Gornals as a conse-

quence of John Wesley’s final preaching visits to Dudley.  A 

coal miner named Tom, who also provided a barber’s ser-

vice in Gornal Wood (many men would have a weekly 

shave at the local barbers), was invited to hear Wesley at 

the then recently opened King Street chapel, Dudley.  Tom 

cajoled some of his friends to go with him and the experi-

ence led to their conversion and soon after to a small 

Methodist Society being established in 1791.  Preachers 

came out from Dudley and the Society soon settled on a 

cottage on Chapel Walk, next to the site of the present 

Himley Road, as its regular meeting place.  

 

The first Himley Road Wesleyan chapel was opened in 

1826.   The project was delayed because a miners’ strike 

meant monies could not easily be raised.  A Sunday School 

was added and soon recorded some two hundred scholars 

on its roll.  The present chapel was erected in 1895, built 

by J. E. Buxton, builder (and also trustee and Sunday School 

teacher) at a cost of £2,000 plus £375 for the organ.  A 

new Schoolroom was opened in 1901 by the local MP, 

Henry Norman.   

 

Zoar chapel began its existence as a result of members 

being ejected from the Wesleyan congregation at Himley 

Road in 1835.  They were part of a dispute which reached 

way beyond the Black Country and concerned the authority 

of the national Conference over and above the local Cir-

cuits and chapels.  Using at first the club room of the 

Woodman Inn, then the barn at The Fiddler’s Arms, these 

‘exiles’ took over a wooden building (known as the 

“Wooden Tabernacle”), near the Limerick Inn on Summit 

Place.  They were one of 19 similar groups (totalling some 

1,500 members) from Societies in the Dudley Wesleyan 

Circuit who banded together to quit Wesleyanism and join 

the Methodist New Connexion.  By 1837 the MNC Society 

in Gornal Wood had a brick building (“Brick Tabernacle”) on 

 

Circuit history - where it all began...  

Circuit Cricket Team -  1960’s 
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Rev. Steve Levett was minister in the circuit 

from 2003 - 2010. He moved with his family to the 

Bromsgrove area where he continues to serve in 

circuit ministry. Maisie is now a teenager, Niamh 11 

and Nathan 8. Louise continues in her vocation as a 

social worker. 

Greetings from the recently departed! It is only around 

two years since we left for pastures new in Bromsgrove 

and Redditch, but it feels longer somehow. Whenever 

I’m asked about Gornal I often say the people called 

Methodists there are folk with a genuine passion for 

Jesus and his gospel; unwilling to abandon that which is 

vital (a deep valuing of the scriptures), but willing to 

explore new things which help carry the life of mission 

and ministry forward (for example in worship). We con-

tinue to remember our time with you with fondness. I 

like to think I'm remembered for various contributions 

of ministry but suspect what comes to mind when peo-

ple think of me is my performance of Pharaoh in a pro-

duction of Joseph! 

 

Rev. Perry Smith was minister in the circuit 

from 1956 - 1961. He sends greetings and 

shares the following memories.  

We moved first into the Himley Rd manse then a new 

Summer Lane one. We started “Youth for Christ” rallies 

with gifted speakers from around England plus their 

Sunday preaching. Doreen led Himley Rd Youth Group, 

then 40 Zoar young people packed into our larger 

lounge for Bible Study and a Prayer Group on alternate 

weeks. A young people’s Mission Band started for ser-

vices, and I trained some for local preaching. 

I had my “James Autobike” with a small engine and 

pedals, but soon dear John Timmins generously bought 

us a Standard 8 car. Though lots of weekly meetings, I 

pastorally visited sick and aged during the daytime and 

fit-and-wells at all opportunities, plus Chaplaincy to Gib-

bons Factory, for visiting, caring and witnessing. 

Doreen shared Zoar Women’s Own and trained Himley 

Road Sunday School Anniversary Choir introducing 

“How Great Thou art” - which led two people to saving 

faith. All Sunday School Anniversaries, with Repeats, 

were crowded and blessed! Our evangelical convictions 

certainly bore fruit to the glory of God! After a wonder-

ful 5 years, we moved to Meir Methodist Mission in 

Stoke-on-Trent, and then emigrated to Australia and led 

growing churches and wider evangelistic and teaching 

ministries for both of us around Australia, even over-

seas. Within my busy pastorates I was an Air Force 

Chaplain and an Army Chaplain for over 15 years and 

finally a full-time Hospital Chaplain. I have composed 

Gospel Poetry and articles for Magazines, newspapers 

and web sites, and at 85 I still preach across varied 

denominations. I thank God for the privileges and op-

portunities that He has granted to us both. 

Greetings continued... 

Perry and Doreen Smith 

The Levett Family 
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Rev. Harry Lister was minister in the circuit from 

1974 - 1979. He and his wife, Laurie live in South-

port. Laurie continues to live in their retirement 

home and Harry now lives in a Care Home. He is 

97 years old! Laurie sends greetings on their behalf: 

“We should like to offer our good wishes to the people 

of the Gornal and Sedgley Circuit. We had a very happy 

time in the circuit and have continued to have a happy 

time since leaving. We send our warmest greetings to 

all who continue to serve the Lord there as you cele-

brate this special anniversary.” 

 

Rev. Paul Smith came to the circuit in 1977. 

He writes... 

I count it a joy and privilege to 

be able to add my greeting as 

you celebrate 50 years of the 

Gornal and Sedgley Circuit. For 

half a century you have main-

tained a faithful witness to the 

evangelical Gospel. You have 

seen lives changed, and Chris-

tians grow in grace, as Biblical truths have been experi-

enced in daily life. Your faithfulness deserves the thanks 

and admiration of the whole Church.  

 

Margaret and I arrived to take up the Upper Gornal 

appointment in September 1977. I well remember be-

ing interviewed by an invitation committee in one of the 

Circuit Stewards' houses prior to the invitation being 

offered. It was quite clear at that stage that the people 

of this circuit were deeply concerned lest their pulpits be 

invaded by some spurious doctrine. In any event, that 

noble committee decided to take a risk, and we came 

and spent five happy and fulfilling years amongst you. In 

the days before our arrival we were told that a new 

church was under construction in Upper Gornal, and 

that I could count on it being opened before my arrival. 

It was not to be, for the constructors had discovered 

underground springs in the very place where the new 

church was meant to go. I well remember seeing a JCB 

gradually sinking into the mud! Yet undaunted the Gor-

nal people rose to the challenge, additional money was 

raised, and a new church was opened. During the re-

mainder of my ministry the challenge was to fill it which 

we managed to do regularly twice each Sunday. I was 

even further encouraged to learn that after I left the 

building proved inadequate in size, and an extension 

had to be built. 

 

There are many other cherished memories that I could 

share - the Gornal youth choir - the regular after church 

Sunday youth meetings at Five Ways - and the blessings 

and challenges of working with Harry Lister as your Su-

per. Yet the most heartwarming memory for me is the 

recollection of people coming to Christ, growing in Chris-

tian maturity, and offering their lives in service, both at 

home and overseas. The Gornal Gospel is one that 

works. It is proved in changed lives and compassionate 

service. 
 

David and Andrew, our two older sons, were shaped as 

children by the Christian ministry in Upper Gornal, and 

Philip who came with us as a babe in arms, first heard 

the name of Jesus in your circuit. Like so many others, it 

is not until we get to heaven that we will fully under-

stand the impact of your witness, but what we do un-

derstand is enough to fill our hearts with praise and 

thanksgiving to the God who is able to use ordinary folk 

as He has clearly used you.  

 

Margaret joins me in expressing our thanks, and offer-

ing our congratulations. 

Every blessing.  

Paul Smith 

 Greetings from far and wide... 

Paul Smith 
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the site of the old wooden building.  A school was built in 

1851 in Abbey Road and a new and larger church (the first 

“Zoar”) was built alongside it in 1854.  Plans were made to 

extend and improve the 1854 building towards the end of 

the nineteenth Century.  However, following encourage-

ment from the connexional MNC Chapel Committee, it 

was decided to erect a new building.  So, today’s Zoar 

opened its doors in 1906. 

 

The present Five Ways chapel was created from what 

were originally dwelling houses and a barn. The Society was 

formed following mission work by the Methodist New Con-

nexion working out of a newly established presence in Dud-

ley.  An article published in the Methodist New Connexion 

Magazine for 1833 records that their meetings were packed 

during the local cholera outbreak of 1832, when they were 

allowed to use the Parish Church school for prayer meet-

ings.   

At the time they were busy raising money to procure a 

building of their own.  The  Society was part of the Bilston 

MNC Circuit.  The original building was enlarged and re-

opened in 1842.  In 1837 they joined the Dudley MNC Cir-

cuit which had come into existence in the previous year. 

Lake Street was originally a Primitive Methodist Chapel 

and the Society was established as a consequence of mis-

sion work by the Darlaston Circuit.  The Circuit began as a 

“branch” of the original Primitive Methodist Circuit based 

on Tunstall in the Potteries. The growth of Primitive 

Methodism locally led to a Dudley PM Circuit being created 

in 1832.  Membership continued to grow by an average of 

100 members a year between 1832 and 1849.  This led to 

the Brierley Hill Circuit (which would include Lake Street) 

being created out of the Dudley Circuit.  In 1850 their 

combined membership was 2,380.  The Society remained 

linked to the Brierley Hill Circuit (and its 1944 successor 

the Stourbridge and Brierley Hill Circuit) until 1962. The 

original chapel was built in 1841 and incorporated a care-

taker’s house.  However, as funds were very low this house 

had to be let.  In 1926 a new site was acquired on the other 

side of the road.  When land was purchased for a Sunday 

School it was found to contain a valuable seam of clay the 

working of which defrayed the expenses of the purchase. 

 

Upper Gornal chapel was established in 1970 by the amal-

gamation of Mount Zion and Kent Street chapels.  The 

original two buildings were only a proverbial “stone’s 

throw” from each other. 

 

Kent Street chapel was erected in 1832.  The society had 

begun with gatherings in local houses.  Two cottages were 

made into one and used as a meeting place until a suitable 

building could be afforded.  Local stone from the Gornal 

Quarries was used in its walls.  This  made  it  unique  

among  the other chapels as the others were all brick 

 

Rev John Webster and friends... 
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structures.  The original front was subsequently plas-

tered over.  In the Sedgley Tithe Survey of 1844 the oc-

cupiers were recorded as “Trustees of the Wesleyan 

Chapel”. 

Mount Zion began with a group of people meeting in 

the same two cottages the Kent Street congregation had 

used.  It had reverted to two dwelling places, but was 

restored as a place for worship and served during the 

week as a day school.  It was replaced with a new chapel 

building, opened in 1878.  One stone laid recorded the 

name of Sir Horace St. Paul, a local landowner and coal-

master who for a time lived at Ellowes Hall.  It was an-

other Methodist New Connexion Society. 

 

Tipton Street.  Primitive Methodists from Darlaston 

were active in Sedgley during the early 19th Century. 

Once  a Society had been established, their first Church 

building was on ‘Bush Bank’ (Gospel End Street), the 

steep hill descending westward from Sedgley.  On the 

Bishop’s List it appears as ‘A Chapel at Sedgley regis-

tered for Protestant Dissenters by Cornelius Cox on 6th 

April, 1821’.  It was a Primitive Methodist Church.  In its 

earliest years it belonged to the Darlaston Circuit and 

later the Brierley Hill Circuit.  The Tipton Street Church 

was the direct successor of this foundation.  A larger 

Church was needed and was erected in Tipton Street in 

1857.  It was unique in the Circuit for having its own 

burial ground, as well as  several  stained  glass  windows  

 

 

which were dedicated to past church goers and benefac-

tors. 

 

Sedgley High Street Church actually began in Bilston 

Street.  Lichfield Diocesan records show its registration 

on December 2nd 1848.  “A Chapel in Bilston Street reg-

istered for Protestant Dissenters by Wm. Hackett of 

Bilston, Printer”.  The Lane family played an important 

part in this Church.  During the time of Charles II, Squire 

Lane and his daughter Jane had helped the King to escape 

from Cromwell’s army.  In 1744 John Wesley himself had 

been dragged by an angry Wednesbury crowd before 

Colonel Lane, magistrate of Bentley Hall.  Descendants 

of the family became prominent Methodists in the Sedg-

ley area and were among the founders of the Sedgley 

High Street congregation.  This Society also assisted in 

the early days of elementary education being used as a 

‘ragged school’.  In 1970 High Street Methodist and Bil-

ston Street Congregationalists formed St. Andrew's 

Methodist/United Reformed Church. 

——————————————————————————————  

(The information contained in this brief historical record is based on infor-

mation gathered by the Revd. A Ward Jones, for a research project on the 

history of Methodism in the Black Country and incorporates material con-

tained in  “FORWARD - The Methodist Church 

Gornal and Sedgley Circuit Souvenir Brochure” (a 

brochure produced in 1962 to mark the launch of 

the Circuit) and written by the late Andrew Barnett, 

local historian and sometime headmaster of Red 

Hall Junior School.) 

  

 Circuit history continued...  

  Rev. A. Ward Jones 
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A VISION FOR OUR CHURCH 

 

The church must be alert today, 

To listen and to heed 

The many cries of human hearts, 

Of people in their need. 

The danger is that we become 

An inward looking church 

That tends to leave the folk out there 

Completely in the lurch. 

 

Society has changed so much, 

The church must face change too. 

Not in the Gospel we proclaim 

But how to get it through. 

The church must never be remote, 

Or critics may accuse, 

That we’re so heavenly minded, 

We are just no earthly use. 

 

Some have attended church for years 

As changes there have been, 

Of ministers, activities,  

And population scene 

Let’s all be sure that we’re in tune 

With God’s heartbeat above 

And be His instruments below 

To mediate his love. 

 

 

In our new ways of ‘being church’ 

Whatever else we do, 

Our aim must be that others 

Might discover God’s love too. 

It’s Jesus whom we seek to serve 

It’s Him we ought to show. 

However young, however old, 

It’s Him they need to know.  

 

Let’s aim to reach each phase of life 

As God planned it to be: 

From little ones to older ones, 

Drawn to his family 

Encourage new folk to the church, 

With hunger in the heart, 

To find what faith in Christ can mean 

And then make a new start. 

 

Let everything be bathed in prayer 

Together and alone, 

To lift their many needs to God 

The way we use the phone. 

There’s someone at the other end 

Who’s ready to respond 

So be assured that God will hear 

It’s such a precious bond 

 

 

The gospel really comes to this, 

That life is incomplete 

And Christ our Saviour lived and died 

For us and God to meet. 

The meeting place is at the cross 

Where Jesus bore our sin 

Forgiveness now is possible 

When He’s at work within.  

 

He rose again on Easter Day 

And if you crown him Lord 

Eternal life is yours in him, 

As promised in God’s Word. 

So here’s a vision for your church 

Let God’s love overflow 

Through our lives as his channels 

Then his church will surely grow. 

 

 

 

Perry’s Poem 

Rev. Perry Smith came to the circuit in 1956. Some years ago he wrote a poem called, “A Vision 

for our Church.” It’s amazing how relevant it remains today. 

“...I have become all things to all men, so that by all possible 

means I might save some.” 

1 Corinthians 9:22 

Rev. Perry Smith 


